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Jenkins Wins  Regional Battle of the Books! 
 
 
After winning the district Battle of the Books  (BOB) competition with Hickory Public Schools, members of the BOB 
team at Jenkins Elementary School  recently won the Regional Battle of the Books (region 7). 
  
The competing nine teams represented district winners from Alexander, Ashe, Burke, Catawba, Caldwell, Hickory, 
Newton-Conover, Watauga and Wilkes counties. 
  
Members of the winning Jenkins team include: Jocelyn Nuñez, Katherine Mitcheltree, Riley Wascho, Kathleen Gil-
logly, Clint Powers, Katie Kuba, Arianna Dancy, and Maddie Morgan. All of the students are fifth grade students 
with the exception of Jocelyn Nunez, a fourth grade student. 
  
The winning team was coached by Tracy Stilwill, Keith Orsini, Anjanette Lee, and Robin Rash. 
  
The purpose of the Battle of the Books program is to encourage reading by all students. Students, regardless of abil-
ity, are exposed to quality literature representing a variety of literary styles and viewpoints by prominent authors in 
the area of young adult literature. The game format creates interest and excitement in reading. 
  
During the current school year, the students read at least 18 books and many of the students read each book several 
times. They memorized authors, they memorized descriptions of colorful characters, and they reviewed conflict and 
detail in every plot. In simple words, these readers knew their stuff. And because of all the students’ voracious pas-
sion for reading, this battle was intense and competitive. 
  

Photo ID: The Regional Battle of the Books win-
ners from Hickory Public Schools includes (from 
L-R):: Jocelyn Nuñez, Katherine Mitcheltree, 
Riley Wascho, Kathleen Gillogly, Clint Powers, 
Katie Kuba, Arianna Dancy, and Maddie Morgan. 



Northview takes top three wins at the  National Elie Wiesel  
"Holocaust Awareness" Visual Arts Competition  

(sponsored by the National Holocaust Commission out of Virginia) 
 
Northview Middle School, once again, is one of the few schools to make the effort to submit a whole class set of visual 
arts entries. Not only was NV rewarded for these efforts by the wins of Brooke Rowland- 8th Grade / 1st Place: 
$175.00, Ai-Ling Kue - 7th Grade / 2nd Place: $125.00, and Lorna Seddon - 7th Grade / 3rd Place: $125.00, but North-
view’s twelve other student finalists’ works were selected as a National Judges’ Choice Award winners. 
  
Congratulations to 7th Graders: Addie Barrier, Peyton Lewis, Leyla Svay, Conner Kahn, Lauren Lyerly and 8th Grad-
ers: Sophie Dickerson, Bailey Armstrong, Taylor Hand, Gabriel Adkins, Alex Torres, Faith Worley, and Madison 
Sellers! 

Kiwanis Donates  
DicƟonaries  
to Students 

 

Thank you to Kiwanis of Hickory for 

donaƟng the new dicƟonaries to 

students at Oakwood Elementary 

School. 

Each year, Kiwanis steps up to pro‐

vide the generous donaƟon to a 

different HPS elementary school. 

We appreciate Danny Seaver (seen 

here with the students) and all 

members of Kiwanis for remember‐

ing the children of Hickory Public 

Schools! 

Above: Top National winners— 
(L-R) Brooke Rowland - 8th Grade: 
1st Place; Ai-Ling Kue - 7th Grade: 
2nd Place; Lorna Seddon: 7th Grade: 
3rd Place  



Middle School Band Student  
Excels in All-State 

 
Congratulations to Connor Stewart, an 8th grade student at 
Northview Middle School.   

Through a competitive audition, Connor earned spots in All-
State Jazz Band and All-State Concert Band.  For jazz, he 
was first in the state on baritone saxophone and spent a 
weekend in April at the NC School of Science and Math in 
Durham.   

For concert band Connor  earned third chair in the state on 
alto saxophone and spend a weekend at UNCG with the All-
State Band.   

Connor is the only student in HPS history, according to 
Northview’s band teacher, David Wortman, to make All-
State in concert band and jazz band.   

Hard work, leadership, and a drive for success have made 
this possible for Connor.  At Northview, he also excels in 
academics and baseball. 

Honor U.S. Veterans during  
Flag Raising Ceremony on May 26th 

 
 

 

The public is invited to join Hickory Public Schools as 
the  HHS JROTC conducts a pre-Memorial Day Flag 
Raising Ceremony on Friday, May 26th at 10:30am at 
the HHS Flagpole.  
 The special event will be held in honor and remem-
brance of our fallen service men and women  

(Left) Previous Flag Raising Ceremony:  
Beverly Snowden greets US Veterans. The retired US 
Marine (seated) served in the Battle of Iwo Jima, WWII. 

ORDER YOUR HPS T-SHIRTS, BALL CAPS 
AND RAIN GEAR! CLICK ON THE FOLLOWING 
LINK: 

https://hps2017.itemorder.com/ 



In Memory of Mayor Rudy Wright—

thank you for loving the children! 
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